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Treason? -

- NIE DISASTER at the Bay of Pigs has been illumi- -
Db nated during the past few days by the recollections i .
1 of two-of President Kennedy's principal aides, and .
| by a published interview with the former Central Intel- |
1tligence Agency official who was the chief architect of .
'the invasion. ;
Y Theodore C; Sovensen and Arthur W. Schlesinger S
now disgorging  high-priced memoirs ‘in, Look and Life, re-u o _ ;
: spectively, agree in general—after the debacle Kennedy felt ! ' '
‘he had been .deceived on key points regarding the invasion,
. r.and he reproached himself for trusting the “experts.” "‘
: But the interview with Richard M. Bissell Jr., the prinel-~
. pal planner:of the operation, copyrighted by the Washington ;i
.Star, reflects none of Kennedy’s pre-invasion doubts. !
| - The Bissell interview contains only one notable insight=—
ithe fear that if the Invasion were canceled (a move which
1"Kcnnedy was sorely tempted to make) the Cuban exile force |
: ! ' (“the most powerful military force between Mexico and Fan- 1+ .
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o deed, they were the/CIA's fhoice to lead the invasion, Two ;|
%j; of them, Jose Perez Gan DoOman
But the truth—a truth that is amply documented and 4 gade 2506) and Ernel liva (his deputy) are now officers '
"‘scandalously ignored—is that Kennedy would not have suc- 4 in the United States Army., The third, Manuel Artime, was )
|iceeded in calling off the invasion even if he had tried, The’} the civilan leader of the eXkile force that came to grief at the
'|CIA, according to unchalienged testimony that s on the puh- | Bay of Pigs.
“lie record, told invasion leaders a few days before the sched- 4 Artima, San Roman snd Oliva “never doubted that Frank.
iled.landing at the Bay of Pigs that it was possible the inva- <| 3

|

i ‘sion ‘would be called off by Washington  obvious to them that the bri B
s R B gade could not be tran I

‘; ' If that took place;the.ClA's mysterious “Frank” (who was sported

. ’ b 1 _ Jto another unknown base, and then placed aboard ships to/

- i ithe chief training officer for the invasion force) told exile 4 go to Cuba without the knowledge and assistance of o great!’

{ Teaders that they were to take their CIA shepherds prisoner Ju organization.,” » ‘\

! '}md go ahead with the planned landing. “The only conclusion that the senslble observer can draw } .~
1i  This account of contingency treason is contained in inter- 'j is that the power of the elephantine, unaccountable CIA is now i

| wlews with three of the leaders of the iil-fated Brigade 2506, 1 so great that no. organism of government dares challenge it, 4

‘

“'he interviews were taken by Haynes Johnson and published | however compelling the circumstances may be. If the true ;. :

ama”) might run rlot throughout Guatemaln, Honduras or «f

Nicaragua.

The men who mgde the Pharge are not Irresponsible, 1n-".i L\.‘: b

(commanding officer of Brle - . .1

7
ho

was speaking for his superiors,” Johnson wrote, “It seemed (. o

“in

his meticulously documented book, “The Bay

of Pigs.”

{ history of t

he CIA is ever written (and one man who would !

t Of all the revelations about the shabby double

-dealing | have been an unexcelled source was murdered on a Dailas i

{“tnat led to a humiliating defeat for the United States,. fhe | street less i
i - than a year after the Bay of Pigs catastrophe), ).
i 'planned ‘betrayal of Kennedy is the most shocking. But |no better prologue could be found thgn Sir J%hn ‘;{ﬁln?;:)g')s "'.
;;equaillly aglocldng is the fact that this -sensational fmputation j words on treason: . . i
' of disloyalty to a high CIA officer has been completely ig- wTreason doth never prosper; What's th < ¥
nored by Congress, which finds time to investigate every-:if it prospers, none dare cl:n irg,eu'eawn,--’ e reason? Why, "%:
V:thing, and by Presidenf=Jomyson. ‘ - ; ‘
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